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Poetry. Middle Eastern Studies. Translated from the Persian by Arthur Lane and Firoozeh Papan-
Matin, and including an introduction and critical work by Papan-Matin. Ahmad Shamlu
(1925-2000) is among the most celebrated literary figures ofcontemporary Iranian literature. The
poems presented here, capture Shamlu's unique depictions of love. The narrator in these poems
is a man intoxicated by the love of a woman; a woman whom we meet in the body of his love
poetry; a female presentation whose characteristics are not fixed. Due to Shamlu's widely
recognized prominence within the intellectual opposition, the mainstream approach to his poetry
has largely evaluated it in terms of the socio-political background of the poet's era. Taking issue
with this limiting approach, the present work emphasizes an alternative reading of Shamlu,
based on a primarily aesthetic analysis of the theme of aphrodisiac love in his poetry. Firoozeh
Papan-Matin is Assistant Professor of Persian literature at the Universit

Given that little of Shamlu's work is readily available in English, one can only hope that this
volume of love poems will be followed by collections of his broader work that will help Americans
learn more about a rich culture often reduced to hysterical stereotypes by politicians and cable
news commentators. --Foreword MagazineFrom the PublisherArthur Lane and Firoozeh Papan-
Matin have translated the poems such that any reader, regardless of their language background,
could grasp the original intent of the poetry and experience it as would a reader of Persian. The
methodology has been to follow the original poetry as far as possible; where this proved
awkward or obscure the translators have been guided by the rhythms and idiomatic usages of
Modern English. Consequently a reader who is not familiar with the Persian language and its
cultural intricacies will be nonetheless equipped to appreciate this poetry and its sublime
qualities.About the AuthorFiroozeh Papan-Matin is Assistant Professor of Persian literature at
the University of Washington, Seattle. She received her Masters in English Literature from
California State University Northridge. She received a second Masters and a Doctorate in
Iranian Studies from UCLA. Her dissertation research is on twelfth century Islamic mysticism in
Iran. She has published articles on classical and modern Persian literature. Her forthcoming
book is Kashf al-Asrar: the Visionary Autobiography of Ruzbihan Baqli.Read more
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